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THE 2018 GRAND PRIZE
WINNER SHARES HIS IMAGES
OF AFRICA TO HELP MAKE
A CHANGE
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South Africa born and raised,
Grand Prize Winner Nelis Wolmaran’s
career path has always involved wildlife,
from managing lodges in South and East
Africa, big game capture and relocation,
anti-poaching—with the main focus on rhino
protection, animal husbandry, to his work
as a walking safari guide in East Africa.
Today, Wolmarans leads privately-guided family
and photographic safaris throughout Africa.
We asked him to share his thoughts on
how he found his undeniable passion for nature,
wildlife, conservation, and photography.
NBP: What inspired you to pursue a profession in nature
and wildlife photography?
NW: Growing up in a family that always had a passion for
wildlife and animals, I knew very early on that I had to work
in a space without walls; nature photography and leading
tours offer me that freedom. Photography, to me, is a way
to share my passion for wildlife and a powerful tool to help
create awareness for these animals and their habitat. It is a
great way to get people to connect with wildlife in countries
from all over the world. Few people are able to travel to
Africa and experience her wildlife for themselves, so through
photography, I am able to bring the safari to them.
NBP: How did you develop your connection with nature?
NW: My strong connection with nature has been there for
as long as I can remember—the more time I spend in the bush
and among animals, the stronger the connection has become.
I can’t imagine doing anything besides what I do now.
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African elephant, Manyoni Private
Game Reserve, South Africa.

Nelis in Bwindi Impenetrable
Forest National Park, Uganda,
while leading a mountain gorilla
trekking safari by park guide,
Ngabirano Onesmus.

Canon 1Dx; 200-400mm ƒ/4L
IS USM Extender 1.4x lens at
560mm; 1/800 sec at ƒ/5.6;
ISO 2000; hand-held.
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Sunset and Maasai warrior, Maasai
Mara National Reserve, Kenya.

Black rhinocerous, Manyoni
Private Game Reserve,
South Africa.

ƒ/2.8L IS II USM lens at

ƒ/4L IS USM Extender 1.4x

Canon 1Dx; 70-200mm

105mm; 1/500 sec at ƒ/2.8;
ISO 3200; hand-held.

Canon 1Dx; 200-400mm

lens at 560mm; 1/160 sec at
ƒ/5.6; ISO 1000; hand-held.
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NBP: Do you have a favorite wildlife subject to photograph?
NW: This is tough to answer as there is something unique
about all species—but I would say great apes, and gorillas in
particular, are my favorite subjects. I love the challenge of
photographing them, which also makes it very rewarding.
There are so many factors at play that can determine the
outcome: the lighting conditions, the weather, the natural
surroundings, the people with whom you share the
experience, and of course the mood of the gorilla family
on the day you are with them.
NBP: Do you feel that photography can help motivate
a more significant interest in the outdoors and conservation?
NW: Without a doubt, yes! Nature photography offers
challenges, room to grow, excitement, and at the same time,
instant satisfaction. From the perspective of conservation:
the more people share their images of wildlife experiences,
the greater the public awareness.
NBP: What has been your most challenging situation
as a photographer?
NW: First, I have worked to improve my images to a point
where they would reflect my love for animals and for what
I do. Secondly, I am working to position myself to be an
established wildlife photographer so that I may earn a living
through my freelance photographic safari business.
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Juvenile mountain gorilla,
Volcanoes National Park,
Rwanda.

Silverback Mountain Gorilla,
Virunga National Park,
Democratic Republic of Congo.

ƒ/4L IS USM lens at

ƒ/4L IS USM lens at 200mm;

Canon 1Dx; 24-105mm
105mm; 1/640 sec at ƒ/8;
ISO 2000; hand-held.

Canon 1Dx; 200-400mm

1/250 sec aƒ/8; ISO 3200;
hand-held.

OPPOSITE, BOTTOM LEFT

OPPOSITE, BOTTOM RIGHT

Silverback’s intertwined
hands and feet, Volcanoes
National Park, Rwanda.

Soles of a silverback’s feet,
Volcanoes National
Park, Rwanda.

ƒ/4L IS USM Extender

ƒ/4L IS USM lens at 266mm;

Canon 1Dx; 200-400mm
1.4x lens at 461mm;
1/250 sec at ƒ/8;

ISO 2000; hand-held.

Canon 1Dx; 200-400mm

1/640 sec at f/8 ; ISO 2000;
hand-held.
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“WE NEED TO STOP TAKING
THE NATURAL BEAUTY AROUND US
FOR GRANTED
AND START WORKING
TOGETHER TO PRESERVE IT.”
—NW

Mountain gorilla silverback
looks up into the tree canopy,
Bwindi Impenetrable Forest
National Park, Uganda.
Canon 1D X; 200-400mm

ƒ/4L USM Extender 1.4x lens

at 506mm; 1/160 sec at ƒ/5.6;

ISO 3200; hand-held.
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NBP: How did you learn about Nature’s Best Photography
and the Awards program?
NW: My wife Tracy was encouraging me to enter a wildlife
photography contest and I came upon NBP while searching
for the most prestigious wildlife photography competitions,
but also competitions that had meaning beyond the images.
After reading about the Windland Awards and the story
behind it, I knew this was the one for me.

Warriors at the Ibyiwacu Cultural
Village, Rwanda, performing the
“Warriors welcome” dance.
Canon 1Dx; 14mm ƒ/2.8L II

USM lens; 1/1000 sec at ƒ/8;
ISO 640; hand-held.

OPPOSITE, BOTTOM

Warriors at the Ibyiwacu Cultural
Village, Rwanda,

NBP: How did it feel to receive the Grand Prize
recognition and to be displayed in the NBP exhibition?
NW: I am still searching for the right wording because
I am overwhelmed and in absolute disbelief.

Canon 1Dx; 16-35mm

ƒ/2.8L II USM lens at 16mm;
1/60 sec at ƒ/8; ISO 2000;
hand-held.

ABOVE AND BELOW RIGHT

Nelis Wolmarans and his wife Tracy
joined us to accept his award at the gala
awards ceremony. During his visit to
D.C., he visited the exhibition several
times; he was photographed in front
of his Grand Prize winning image
of a mother and baby gorilla on display
as a large art print.
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NBP: Did you know this was a special shot when you
looked through the viewfinder, and what emotions or
message do you hope to convey?
NW: I knew it was special to me, but quietly hoped others
would also see in it what I did. I want my images to provide
a sense of hope and spread the message that it is never too late
to start caring! Ultimately, I want people to fall in love with
the animals depicted so they will want to protect them.

NBP: Does leading safaris help support your nature
photography goals?
NW: On both a personal level as well as professionally,
leading safaris puts me in the driver’s seat to be able to share
my love for wildlife and create this same affection for nature
in the people that I am leading on tours.
Furthermore, I want to work to establish myself as one
of the top primate photographers in the world. To promote
a love for the wild animals from which we receive so much
enjoyment, to inspire a broader awareness towards not only
critically endangered species, but all wildlife would be
a great accomplishment.
Another part of the great excitement of travel in Africa
is experiencing other cultures; there are endless photo
opportunities. I want to encourage people to travel more
and practice responsible tourism. Tourism helps pay the
salaries of the people on the ground that protect our wildlife
and provides them with the means to do so.
NBP: What advice do you have for aspiring photographers?
NW: Be patient, do not rush! Study your photography
subjects and choose the right gear for the photography path
you wish to follow. Most of all, enjoy what you are doing
and always be grateful for where you are.

Learn more about Nelis Wolmarans of Port Elizabeth,
South Africa, on his website at neliswolmarans.com.
Follow him on Instagram @neliswolmarans
and Facebook @Nelis Wolmarans Photography.
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